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 UNIT 1. ESPIONAGE 
 

Task 1. Translate the following words and phrases into Russian. Consult 

a dictionary if necessary. 
 

agent 

CIA 
diplomatic immunity 

espionage 
FBI 

illegals 

informant 

intelligence officer 
intelligence services 

security agency 
spies 

under the cover of 

 

Task 2. Replace the italicized definitions in the text below with the 

words and phrases from the key vocabulary in Task 1. 

 

HOW IS ESPIONAGE CONDUCTED? 

 

(1) The obtaining of information considered secret or confidential 
without the permission of the holder of the information is almost as old 

as mankind itself. Ancient Egypt and Greece, as well as the Roman 

Empire employed (2) people who secretly collect and report 
information about the activities of another country or organization to 

find out the secrets of their enemies. 

Today spies working for states fall into two categories: 
intelligence officers and agents. 

Intelligence officers are members of (3) government agencies 

responsible for the collection, analysis, and exploitation of information 
in support of law enforcement, national security, military, and foreign 

policy objectives. They will be highly trained in espionage techniques 

and the use of agents. They may operate openly, declaring themselves 
as representatives of foreign intelligence services to their host nation, or 

covertly (4) hidden or protected by other official positions such as 

diplomatic staff or trade delegates. 
Some intelligence officers may operate under non-official cover to 

conceal the fact that they work for an intelligence service - posing as a 

business person, student or journalist for example. In some cases they 
may operate in "deep cover" under false names and nationalities. Such 
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spies are dubbed "(5) people who are not legally authorized to live and 

work in a country" because they operate without any of the protections 

offered by (6) exemption from taxation, searches, arrest, etc., enjoyed 
by diplomatic officials and their dependents under international law. 

In the UK, an (7) person who can provide intelligence, more 

formally known as a "covert human intelligence source", is someone 
who secretly provides information to a(n (8) person employed by an 

organization to collect, compile and/or analyze information (known as 

intelligence). They will probably not be a professional "spy" but may 
have some basic instruction in espionage methods. An agent may be 

motivated by a wide variety of personal or ideological factors. 

Confusion often arises between what is meant by an officer and an 
agent. Other countries use the same terminology in different ways. In 

the United States, for instance, an agent is a member of an intelligence 

or (9) governmental organization which conducts intelligence activities 
for the internal security of a nation such as the (10) civilian foreign 

intelligence service of the United States federal government or (11) 

domestic intelligence and security service of the United States. Such 
agencies call a covert human intelligence source an "(12) person who 

provides privileged information about a person or organization to an 

agency" rather than an "agent." 

 
Task 3. Complete the sentences using one or more words from the text 

above to make up true statements. The sentence must be grammatically 
correct once you have added the right word(s). 

 

1) Intelligence officers and agents are the two categories of 
__________. 

2) Intelligence officers may operate openly as __________ of foreign 

intelligence services. 
3) __________ sometimes work under non-official cover. 

4) Officers __________ operate under false names and nationalities. 

5) Some intelligence officers have to operate without __________ 
offered by diplomatic immunity. 

6) Spies __________ can also be called "illegals". 
7) Agents, unlike __________, are not always professional spies. 
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8) Agents, like intelligence officers, __________ in espionage 

methods. 

9) The terms "intelligence officers" and "__________" are not always 
interchangeable synonyms. 

10) Agents __________ their political opinions, their national 

allegiances, or their cultural or religious beliefs. 
 

Task 4. Choose the appropriate options to complete each of the 

sentences below. 
 

1) Intelligence agencies __________ by their governments to focus their 

attention on specific priorities. 
a) direct 

b) directed 

c) are directed 

d) are directing 

2) State agencies, the military and companies __________ work on 
sensitive technologies are prime targets for foreign espionage. 

a) who 

b) that 

c) whom 

d) – 
3) Intelligence officers __________ to gather covert intelligence directly 

and to recruit agents to obtain intelligence on their behalf. 

a) seek 
b) to seek 

c) seeking 
d) to seeking 

4) The methods used __________ intelligence officers vary widely. 

a) with 
b) for 

c) by 
d) of 

5) They will often take advantage __________ the latest technology, using 

it to tap telephone calls and communicate secretly. 
a) of 

b) for 

c) with 

d) to 

6) However, the human relationship between intelligence officers and 
their agents __________ a key element of espionage. 

a) remains 

b) remain 

c) remaining 

d) to remain 
7) Foreign intelligence services typically seek to establish networks of 

__________ agents whom they can use over a sustained period of time. 
a) an 

b) a 

c) the 

d) –
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8) Agents __________ by exploiting trusted relationships and positions to 

obtain sensitive information. 

a) are operated 
b) are operating 

c) operate 
d) operating 

9) They may also look __________ vulnerabilities among those handling 

secrets. 
a) after 

b) at 

c) for 

d) into 

10) They may __________ of flaws in their organisation's security that they 
can exploit. 

a) be aware 

b) aware 

c) to be aware 

d) to aware 
 

Task 5. Complete the conversation with a serving MI6 intelligence 

officer by matching the questions with the answers. 
 

Interviewer: You are what people would classify as an agent-runner. 

What do you have to do? 
Intelligence 

officer: 

(1) ___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

Interviewer: So you try to recruit people to do difficult and dangerous 
things, sometimes betraying the very organisations they 

have worked with for years. How do you do that? Is it 

money? Or charm? Or will power? 
Intelligence 

officer: 

(2) ___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

Interviewer: Is there still a place for the sort of old-school human 
spycraft in this digital cyber age of drones and satellites 

and intercepts? 

Intelligence 
officer: 

(3) ___________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 

Interviewer: Like what, for example? 

Intelligence 
officer: 

(4) ___________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 

Interviewer: So how does it work? Do you just walk in each morning, 
log onto your computer and then discuss what the latest 

threat is? 
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Intelligence 

officer: 

(5) ___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

Interviewer: Some approaches fail? 
Intelligence 

officer: 

(6) ___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

 
Intelligence officer: 

 

a) It‟s a combination of all these things. People have different 
motivations for working with the UK but they all willingly enter into a 

relationship where they‟re passing intelligence to the United Kingdom. 

b) It‟s a variety of different threats. We have states and organisations 
seeking to steal the secrets of the UK government or to proliferate 

weapons of mass destruction. More recently we have people looking to 

conduct cyber espionage against the UK. 
c) My job within MI6 is to find and work with individuals who have 

access to secret intelligence of value to the UK government.  

d) We work very closely with MI5 and GCHQ. It‟s that combination of 
technical and human intelligence that allows us to answer the questions 

that key individuals in Whitehall want to know about. 

e) The people we identify are often simply unsuitable for intelligence 
work. But if the agent starts to produce intelligence, this gets passed up 

the chain to the individual in Whitehall who asked the question in the 

first place. 
f) The political leaders in Whitehall decide there is a requirement to 

find out something secret. We then work to identify and to build a 

relationship with the individual overseas who is best placed to know the 
answers. 

 

Task 6. Work in pairs. Act out the conversation from Task 5. Then, 
switch roles. 

 

Task 7. Read the text below and summarize it in your own words. Make 
sure your summary describes all key ideas. 
 

WHAT IS ESPIONAGE? 
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Most governments rely on a range of information being gathered 

to guide their decisions. The gathering of publicly available information 

is a routine activity of diplomatic staff, military attachés and trade 
delegations. This enables them to monitor political, economic and 

military developments in their host country and brief their own 

governments. Foreign representatives thereby help their governments to 
shape their foreign, commercial and military policies. This type of work 

is not harmful to our national interests. In fact, it often helps us to build 

good relationships with other nations. 
This is not the same as espionage. Espionage is the process of 

obtaining information that is not normally publicly available, using 

human sources (agents) or technical means (like hacking into computer 
systems).  It may also involve seeking to influence decision-makers and 

opinion-formers to benefit the interests of a foreign power. 

In the past, espionage activity was typically directed towards 
obtaining political and military intelligence. These targets remain of 

critical importance but in today‟s technology-driven world, the 

intelligence requirements of a number of countries are wider than 
before. They now include communications technologies, IT, energy, 

scientific research, defence, aviation, electronics and many other fields. 

Intelligence services, therefore, are targeting commercial as well as 
government-related organisations. They sometimes do this on behalf of 

state-owned or sponsored companies in their own countries. 

Espionage focuses on gathering non-public information through 
covert means. Classified information is kept secret in the first place 

because its disclosure might harm national security, jeopardise the 

country's economic well-being or damage international relations. Its 
sensitivity makes it necessary to protect it but also makes it attractive to 

spies. 

If this information is obtained by those with no right to access it, 
serious damage can be caused. For instance: 

- other countries seeking technical details of weapons systems so that 

they can find ways of neutralising our military advantages. 
- gathering information on key services such as gas, oil and transport 

which could enable terrorists to seriously damage these important 
economic targets. 
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- theft of classified technologies which could enable foreign companies 

to copy them, threatening both national security and jobs in the target 

country. 
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UNIT 2. TERRORISM 
 

Task 1. Translate the following words and phrases into Russian. Consult 

a dictionary if necessary. 

 

acts of terrorism 

Al-Qaeda 
car bombs 

international terrorism 
ISIL 

Islamist extremist 

Islamist terrorism 

terror threat 
terrorist attack 

terrorist groups 
terrorist network 

terrorists 

 
Task 2. Fill in the gaps in the text below using the words and phrases 

from the key vocabulary in Task 1. There is one extra word/phrase that 

you don’t have to use. 
 

THE GLOBAL TERRORIST THREAT 
 

The world today faces a serious and challenging threat from 

(1) __________. The term "international terrorism" refers to terrorism 

that goes beyond national boundaries in terms of the methods used, the 
people that are targeted or the places from which the (2) __________ 

operate. Since the emergence of (3) __________ and the Islamic State 

of Iraq and the Levant ((4) __________), international terrorism has 
become largely synonymous with (5) __________. 

The (6) __________ is constantly developing, presenting major 

challenges for intelligence agencies and the police. Despite the current 
main focus on (7) __________ in Syria and Iraq, the threat of terrorism 

also emanates from other parts of the Middle East and regions such as 

North, East and West Africa, South and South East Asia. 
(8) __________ vary in scale and purpose. Some aim merely to 

inflict superficial damage or cause public distress to draw attention to a 

particular cause. But others can be more violent and indiscriminate with 
far-reaching consequences. The sophisticated, coordinated attacks in 

Paris and Brussels in November 2015 and March 2016 respectively, 
have proven ISIL‟s capability to direct large-scale attacks in Europe. 
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Not all (9) __________ activity is direct attack planning. Islamist 

extremists are also supporting terrorism by: 

- radicalising individuals to believe in the legitimacy of joining a 
(10) __________ or carrying out a (11) __________; 

- fundraising for terrorist networks, often through criminal activity 

such as diverting money donated to legitimate charities; 
- helping radicalised individuals to travel abroad to join a terrorist 

group and potentially receive training. 

 
Task 3. Read the text again and decide if the following statements are 

true or false. Compare your opinions with those of the other students. 

Refer to the Appendix for a list of useful phrases to express opinions. 
 

1) "International terrorism" and "Islamist terrorism" are used 

interchangeably nowadays. 
2) Terrorism goes beyond national boundaries since the emergence of 

Al-Qaeda and ISIL. 

3) The terror threat is constantly increasing. 
4) The threat of terrorism emanates from African and Asian countries. 

5) Paris and Brussels have become targets of terrorist attacks of Al-

Qaeda. 
6) ISIL directed large-scale attacks in Europe in 2015 and 2016. 

7) Islamist terrorism is supported in many ways. 

8) People believe in the legitimacy of joining a terrorist network. 
9) Islamist extremists divert money donated to legitimate charities. 

10) Radicalised individuals like to travel abroad. 

 
Task 4. Choose the appropriate options to complete each of the 

sentences below. 

 
1) Car bombs were frequently used by the IRA __________ the 

Troubles in Northern Ireland. 

a) before 
b) during 

c) after 
d) afterwards 

2) Suicide __________ also carry explosive devices into the vicinity of 
a target individual or location. 

a) bombers b) bombs 
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c) bombings d) bombards 

3) Islamist groups in conflict zones around the world actively seek to 

__________ Western nationals for financial and propaganda gain. 
a) steal 

b) hijack 

c) burglarize 

d) kidnap 

4) There are many reasons a terrorist group may consider a country to 
be a potential target for __________. 

a) assaults 

b) attacks 

c) robberies 

d) explosions 
5) Terrorists __________ try to attack official personnel and property, 

such as diplomatic missions and military forces. 

a) seldom 
b) rarely 

c) often 
d) always 

6) Terrorist cells also target less well-protected __________ frequented 

by Westerners. 
a) places 

b) buildings 

c) sights 

d) infrastructure 

7) Members of the public __________ report any suspicious activity to 
the police on 999 or the anti-terrorist hotline. 

a) should 

b) could 

c) might 

d) must to 
8) There are several thousand individuals in the UK who support 

violent extremism or are engaged in Islamist extremist __________. 

a) actively 
b) active 

c) activist 
d) activity 

9) MI5 has __________ major changes in response to the development 

of the terrorist threat. 
a) understaffed 

b) undervalued 

c) understood 

d) undergone 

10) It is possible that terrorist groups may __________seek to use 
chemical, biological or radiological material against the West. 

a) seek 

b) search 

c) hunt 

d) chase
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Task 5. Read the following conversation with Thomas de Maizière, the 

German minister of the interior, and complete his answers with the lines 

given below. There is one extra line that you don’t have to use. 
 

1) So it‟s even more difficult to be well-prepared. 

2) But the real terrorist threat comes not via the refugees. 
3) Are there, among migrants and refugees, terrorists? 

4) The country should only collect data from those people who are 

suspected. 
5) We have to make faster decisions about whether or not someone can 

stay. 

 
Interviewer: How prepared do you feel Germany is to prevent and 

detect an attack? 

De Maizière: After 9/11, we did a lot in Germany. Of course there is a 
new concern. 

Interviewer: What is your assessment? 

De Maizière: Yes, we saw some persons who passed through Germany 
and then worked on the attack in Paris.  

Interviewer: Would the homegrown terror threat be, in your 

estimation, a greater threat than the threat of terrorist 
attacks plotted by migrants then? 

De Maizière: Now, perhaps, it‟s a mixture of them.  

Interviewer: What is the situation with the refugee crisis now? 
De Maizière: We see more than one hundred refugees arriving every 

day. 

Interviewer: Do you see the refugee issue as a pressure that is going to 
persist for years to come? 

De Maizière: Yes, I believe migration will be a huge challenge for the 

next ten years or so. 
Interviewer: What are your opinions on Donald Trump‟s speeches 

about excluding Muslims and building walls? 

De Maizière: I would not comment on the domestic political situation 
in America. 

 
Task 6. Work in pairs. Act out the conversation from Task 5. Then, 

switch roles. 
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Task 7. Read the text below and summarize it in your own words. Make 

sure your summary describes all key ideas.  
 

TYPES OF TERRORISM 

 

While Islamic extremism does contribute to certain types of 
terrorism, there are many other forms as well, all with their own 

characteristics and challenges for policy makers.  
Terrorism can be motivated by religious ideologies and 

grievances. Religious terrorism is particularly dangerous due to the 

fanaticism of those who practice it and their willingness to sacrifice 
themselves for the cause. Religious terrorists are more likely to use “all 

in” tactics such as suicide bombings. This is made possible by religious 

teachings used to justify and even encourage this kind of self-sacrifice. 
Bruce Hoffman discuss religious terrorism at length in his book Inside 

Terrorism. 

Right Wing terrorism aims to combat liberal governments and 
preserve traditional social orders. Right Wing terrorism is commonly 

characterized by militias and gangs; many times these groups are 

racially motivated and aim to marginalize minorities within a state. 
Left Wing terrorist groups seek to overthrow capitalist 

democracies and establish socialist or communist governments in their 

place. They want to attack the established system in order to do away 
with class distinction. While these groups still exist they are not as 

prominent as they were during the Cold War. 

Issue oriented terrorism is carried out for the purpose of advancing 
a specific issue. Commonly these issues are social in nature or deal with 

the environment. The bombings of abortion clinics and the assault of 

whaling ships are the best examples of issue-oriented terrorism.  
Separatist terrorism is typical of minorities within a nation-state 

that desire their own, commonly due to discrimination from the majority 

group. Separatists seek to cause fragmentation within a country and 
establishment a new state.  

The term "narco-terrorism" originally refers to organizations that 

gain funds through the sale of drugs. It can also deal with the use of 
violence by those groups or gangs designed to make the sale of their 

drugs easier. 
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UNIT 3. CYBER CRIME 
 

Task 1. Translate the following words and phrases into Russian. Consult 

a dictionary if necessary. 
 

advanced cyber crimes 

cyber espionage 
cyber crime 

cybercriminal networks 
cybercriminals 

cyber-enabled crimes 

cyberspace 

denial of service 

e-crime 
hacking 

Internet 
Internet-related crime 

online 

 

Task 2. Some of the italicized words and phrases from the key 

vocabulary in Task 1 are used in the wrong places in the text below. 
Read the text to spot and correct the mistakes. 

 

CYBER CRIME 

 

Cyber crime, or (1) Internet-related crime, is a fast-growing area 

of crime. More and more (2) cyber-enabled crimes are exploiting the 
speed, convenience and anonymity of the (3) Internet to commit a 

diverse range of criminal activities that know no borders, either physical 

or virtual, cause serious harm and pose very real threats to victims 
worldwide. 

In the past, cyber crime was committed mainly by individuals or 

small groups. Today, we are seeing highly complex (4) advanced cyber 
crimes bring together individuals from across the globe in real time to 

commit crimes on an unprecedented scale. 

New trends in (5) cyber espionage are emerging all the time, with 
estimated costs to the global economy running to billions of dollars. 

Although there is no single universal definition of cyber crime, law 

enforcement generally makes a distinction between two main types of 
(6) hacking: advanced cyber crime (or high-tech crime) and cyber-

enabled crime. 

(7) Cybercriminal networks are sophisticated attacks against 
computer hardware and software. (8) E-crime and (9) denial of service 
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(DoS) to vital systems have become a fact of life. The risk of industrial 

(10) cyber crime, in which one company makes active attacks on 

another, through (11) cyberspace, to acquire high value information is 
also very real. 

(12) Cybercriminals are „traditional‟ crimes which have taken a 

new turn with the advent of the Internet, such as theft, fraud, illegal 
gambling, trade in counterfeit pharmaceuticals and even terrorism. With 

the opportunities presented (13) online, these crimes are becoming more 

widespread and damaging. 
 

Task 3. Read the text again and decide if the following statements are 

true or false. Compare your opinions with those of the other students. 
Refer to the Appendix for a list of useful phrases to express opinions. 

 

1) Cyber threats are constantly evolving and changing. 
2) The speed and anonymity of the Internet attract more and more 

cybercriminals. 

3) The effect of cyber crime is not extremely upsetting for victims. 
4) Cyber crimes are committed mainly by individuals and small 

groups. 

5) Cybercriminal networks know no borders. 
6) Cyberspace is vulnerable to attacks. 

7) Cyber espionage involves access to secrets and classified 

information. 
8) Cyber-enabled crimes are directed at computers or other devices. 

9) „Traditional‟ crime is decreasing with the advent of the Internet. 

10) With the opportunities presented online, crime is increasing globally. 
 

Task 4. Use the words in brackets to form one word for each gap in the 

sentences below. 
 

1) The __________ use of technology and the Internet puts citizens at risk 

of becoming targets of cybercriminals. (INCREASE) 
2) The dangers posed by __________ types of cybercrime have become 

very real threats. (DIFFER) 
3) __________ software, or malware, can also be used to disrupt and 

damage cyber infrastructure. (MALICE) 
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4) The cybercriminal can use the victim‟s __________ to carry out attacks 

on other computers and networks. (COMPUTE) 

5) Foreign states, criminals, "hacktivist" groups and __________ use 
cyber to target the UK. (TERROR) 

6) We have to be prepared for terrorists seeking to take advantage of 

our increasing internet __________. (DEPEND) 
7) Hostile actors exploit cyberspace to conduct espionage __________ or 

launch damaging computer network attacks. (OPERATE) 

8) Data breaches are on the rise, and this in turn is leading to more 
cases of fraud and __________. (EXTORT) 

9) Organised crime has taken advantage of the Internet, __________ the 

growth in e-commerce and online banking. (PARTICULAR) 
10) Cyber intrusions are becoming more commonplace, more __________, 

and more sophisticated. (DANGER) 

 
Task 5. Put the following conversation with a security expert in the 

correct order. Start with the interviewer’s first question. 

 
Interviewer: 

1) How has cyber crime changed over the past decade? 

2) Are cyber criminals getting better or is our defence getting worse? 
3) Cyber crime has been in the news quite a lot recently.  Why do you 

think it has become so "popular"? 

4) What cyber security challenges might organizations anticipate in the 
future? 

5) What impact has crimeware-as-a-service had on cyber crime? 

6) Who are the hackers? 
 

Expert: 

a) Crimeware has allowed cyber criminals to scale their operations. All 
the tools are for sale now, and relatively inexperienced criminals can get 

to work quickly.   

b) They are anonymous, most of the time. We don't know about them 
until we actually try to recover from the attacks. 

c) Today, people are choosing criminal hacking as a profession. This 
leads to the creation of criminal organizations that operate with the 

discipline, and structure of legitimate enterprises. 
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d) We are seeing actual examples of cyber warfare. In this scenario, the 

West is particularly vulnerable, due to its reliance on technology. 

e) We‟ll see even more challenges due to emerging technology trends 
like the Internet of Things. We‟ve wired the world, but we‟ve failed to 

secure it. 

f) Well, the weakest link in computer security is the individual user 
and they may not realise how easy it is to be fooled into being that weak 

link. 

 
Task 6. Work in pairs. Act out the conversation from Task 5. Then, 

switch roles. 

 
Task 7. Read the text below and summarize it in your own words. Make 

sure your summary describes all key ideas. 
 

MEET DARKNET 

 
A search, using a search engine like Google or Bing, generally 

returns some millions of pages for every keyword typed. This part of the 

Internet is just what is visible. But there are large sections of the Internet 
which search engines cannot detect – this is known as the "deep web". 

Whilst most of what exists in the deep web is not dangerous 

information, it can be deliberately misused by those with malicious 
intent. This hidden part of the Internet where criminals act undetected is 

called the "Darknet".  

Back in the 1970s, "darknet" wasn't an ominous term: it simply 
referred to networks that were isolated from the mainstream of 

ARPANET for security purposes. But as ARPANET became the 

Internet and then swallowed up nearly all the other computer networks 
out there, the word came to identify areas that were connected to the 

Internet but not quite of it, difficult to find if you didn't have a map. 

Naturally, unsettling content and activity flourished in the shadows.  
The Darknet hosts anonymous websites that may be offering legal 

content. It could be as simple as a group of friends who are discussing 

serious issues, or journalists who want to work without the possibility of 
getting jailed for speaking truth. But most of the Darknet is misused by 

criminals. By using specialized software to conceal their activities and 
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guarantee anonymity, criminals can and offer assassin services and 

conduct illegal enterprises on the Darknet such as selling drugs or 

weapons, illicit gambling, and trading in counterfeit identity documents 
or child abuse material. 

There are several dump sites that can be called Darknet 

directories. They can send you to wrong places (websites) when you 
click on the links. You need to be very careful before clicking the links 

as they may land you up on unintended pages such as a criminal selling 

weed, some porn site or a page of assassins-for-hire. And if anything 
goes wrong, the police would be knocking on your doors. 

These underground criminal activities came to the public‟s 

attention in 2013 when the US Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
shut down the illicit online black market site Silk Road, which was 

operating in the Darknet. 

The complex encryption and anonymization tools used to access 
and communicate over the Darknet create many challenges for law 

enforcement in identifying and locating the criminals who seek to hide 

in the anonymity it provides. 
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UNIT 4. ILLEGAL FIREARMS 
 

Task 1. Translate the following words and phrases into Russian. Consult 

a dictionary if necessary. 
 

ammunition 

automatic rifles 
ban 

firearms 
gang conflicts 

gun attacks 

illicit 
intimidate 

killings 

law enforcement 
organised crime 

organised crime groups 
replica guns 

smuggled 

suicides 

 

Task 2. Fill in the gaps in the text below using the words and phrases 
from the key vocabulary in Task 1. There is one extra word/phrase that 

you don’t have to use. 

 

THE IMPACT OF FIREARMS CRIME 

 

Firearms are the lifeblood of (1) __________ in Europe as elsewhere 
in the world. The supply of stolen, (2) __________ and converted 

(3) __________ fuels urban (4) __________. Europe has some of the 

toughest rules on firearms in the world, including a general 
(5) __________ on the civilian sale of (6) __________. 

The damage caused by criminal use of (7) __________ is direct and 

indirect. Direct impact includes the number of (8) __________ and 
injuries – over 10.000 in the EU alone over the last decade, in addition 

to over 4.000 (9) __________ by firearm each year. Indirect impact 

cannot be quantified, but it is vast: firearms are typically used by all 
(10) __________ involved in illegal drugs trade and trafficking in 

human beings to (11) __________ and coerce their victims. The use of 

weapons also spreads fear, and undermines citizens‟ sense of security. 
Over the past few years, tragic (12) __________ have repeatedly drawn 

media attention.  

According to an Eurobarometer survey, most Europeans are worried 
about the level of crimes using firearms, and expect the EU to take 
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action in close collaboration with national governments. The disruption 

of (13) __________ manufacturing and trafficking in firearms is one of 

the EU's nine law enforcement priorities for 2014-17. The EU‟s strategy 
to combat the illicit accumulation and trafficking of small arms and 

light weapons and their (14) __________ sets down three principles – 

prevention, cooperation with partners and support to multilateralism.  
 

Task 3. Read the text again and decide if the following statements are 

true or false. Compare your opinions with those of the other students. 
Refer to the Appendix for a list of useful phrases to express opinions. 

 

1) Firearms are the lifeblood of organised crime in Europe as nowhere 
in the world. 

2) Urban gang conflicts account for the supply of stolen, smuggled and 

converted replica guns. 
3) European rules on firearms are tougher than elsewhere in the world. 

4) The civilian sale of automatic rifles is banned in the EU. 

5) Criminal use of firearms causes direct and indirect damage. 
6) Over 4.000 in the EU alone are killed and injured each year. 

7) Firearms are typically used in illegal drugs trade and human 

trafficking. 
8) The level of firearms crime is a great concern for many citizens in 

the EU. 

9) The EU is expected to combat the illegal firearms problem in close 
collaboration with national governments. 

10) Illicit manufacturing and trafficking in firearms disrupt the EU's nine 

law enforcement priorities for 2014-17. 
 

Task 4. Choose the appropriate options to complete each of the 

sentences below. 
 

1) Police departments __________ amazing work to fight illegal guns. 

a) are doing 
b) is doing 

c) was doing 
d) does 

2) We still find too __________ guns pouring into the hands of criminals. 
a) many 

b) much 

c) a lot of 

d) a lot 
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3) Seventy-four percent of all crime guns __________ by law enforcement 

between 2010 and 2015 originated out-of-state. 

a) recover 
b) recovered 

c) recovering 
d) to recover 

4) A crime gun is __________ gun connected to a crime that is recovered 

by law enforcement. 
a) some 

b) no 

c) – 

d) any 

5) There __________  currently any comprehensive law that criminalizes 
each stage of illegal gun trafficking. 

a) aren‟t 

b) hasn‟t 

c) isn‟t 

d) weren‟t 
6) States should __________ licenses to own handguns. 

a) require 

b) to require 

c) requiring 

d) required 
7) Gun violence continues __________ communities across the region. 

a) to plaguing 

b) to plague 

c) plague 

d) plagued 
8) The state __________ punish traffickers severely. 

a) should 

b) should to 

c) ought 

d) have 
9) These findings __________ significant implications to reduce gun 

trafficking. 

a) offering 
b) offer 

c) offers 
d) has offered 

10) Law enforcement doesn‟t have the tools they need to remove illegal 

guns __________ the black market. 
a) for 

b) at 

c) away 

d) from 

 
Task 5. Put the following conversation with a special agent, working 

undercover purchasing illegal firearms, in the correct order. There is 

one extra question that you don’t have to use. Start with the 
interviewer’s first question. 

 
Interviewer: 

1) What are the illegal guns that people want? 



 24 

2) And... how hard is it to get a gun, illegally? 

3) Are they interested to know if the gun had a body on it? 

4) Do you see a lot of handguns on the street, and why? 
5) What are the countries of origin of the guns that are traced? 

6) What do you see the most of? 

7) Why would someone buy a gun illegally? 

 

Agent: 

a) Anything you can name...that are often seen in the movies, 
explosives with the guns...  

b) Because they couldn't buy it legally due to a variety of different 

legal issues. 
c) I see a lot of cheap handguns on the street, and the reason for it is 

that the cheaper it is, the more accessible it is. The easier it is to get.  

d) Not hard at all. It's in some cases, easier than going to the store and 
buying a drink. 

e) That depends on the criminal. Some criminals like smaller 

handguns... some like larger weapons, military-type weapons, that cause 
a great deal of damage. 

f) Traced guns come from many countries across the globe. However, 

78% of the guns originated in the United States. 
 

Task 6. Work in pairs. Act out the conversation from Task 5. Then, 

switch roles. 
 

Task 7. Read the text below and summarize it in your own words. Make 

sure your summary describes all key ideas. 
 

ILLEGAL FIREARMS IN THE UK 

 

The majority of shooting incidents in the UK are committed by 

members of urban street gangs. These criminals are involved in many 
types of criminality including armed robberies, drug distribution, and 

kidnap and extortion. They use firearms for respect or retaliation, to 

expand their revenue collection base, or to emulate 'gangster' culture. 
Firearms are also „used‟ without being discharged, for example to 

threaten others. A wide variety of such criminal groups operate 
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throughout the UK, exercising varying degrees of discipline and 

sophistication, with many methods of obtaining, storing, sharing and 

using firearms. 
In general, the victims of firearms crime in the UK are other 

criminals (who are targeted in revenge, to enhance respect and to collect 

debts owed). While the rate of death and injury caused by firearms is 
very low in the UK compared with other countries with a similar socio-

economic standing, shooting incidents often generate widespread media 

attention that affects the public‟s perceptions of crime. This is 
particularly true in cases where victims are innocent bystanders with no 

criminal connection. 

Firearms are obtained through criminal networks, cultural 
connections and from criminal armourers who supply across groups. 

This market is supply driven: even when criminals may desire certain 

types of firearms, their choice is likely to be limited. Single firearms 
will be hidden or held by associates less likely to attract law 

enforcement attention. 

Most of the firearms used by UK based criminals are handguns, 
many of which are converted or reactivated. Original lethal purpose 

firearms are more prevalent. Shotguns and to a much lesser extent 

certain types of submachine gun are also used in criminality. 
There are multiple means of importing illegal firearms into the 

UK. Weapons can be purchased in EU countries where they are legal 

and unrestricted. The weapons may then be purchased by a European 
OCG, likely using false identification, that would illegally reactivate 

them and sell them on in the criminal market. Once reactivated, the 

weapons may then be transported to the Netherlands – a known transit 
hub for firearms and other illicit goods headed for the UK. Means of 

importation include fast parcels, private maritime vessels, concealments 

in private vehicles, or in heavy goods vehicles hidden within legitimate 
loads. 

 



 26 

UNIT 5. DRUG TRAFFICKING  
 

Task 1. Translate the following words and phrases into Russian. Consult 

a dictionary if necessary. 

cannabis 

cocaine 
drug  addiction 

drug market 
drug trafficking 

drugs trade 

ecstasy 

heroin 
narcotic drugs 

opiates 
synthetic drugs 

 
Task 2. Replace the italicized definitions in the text below with the 

words and phrases from the key vocabulary in Task 1. 

 

DRUGS IN FACTS 

 

(1) Substances that cause a physiological change in the body with 
no currently acceptable medical uses are a complex social and health 

problem that affects millions of people in the EU. The human and social 

costs of (2) a chronic disease characterized by drug seeking and use 
that is compulsive, or difficult to control, despite harmful consequences 

are very high. They generate costs for public health (on drug prevention 

and treatment, healthcare and hospital treatment), public safety, the 
environment and labour productivity. In many countries around the 

world, (3) traffic in illegal drugs also affects national stability and 

governance. 
Drug trafficking and drug production remain among the most 

profitable criminal activities for organised crime groups active in the 

EU. Drug trafficking is big business, bringing in a fifth of all profits 
from organised crime. It ravishes communities, endangers businesses, 

strains government institutions, and drags down the wider economy. 

The ways drugs are used and trafficked are growing in technical 
and organisational complexity. What is not changing is the profitability 

of the (4) illicit sale of substances which are subject to drug prohibition 

laws. Every year EU citizens spend tens of billions of euros on illicit 
drugs. Around 22 million adults across the EU use (5) drug made from 
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the dried leaves and flowers of the hemp plant regularly and about 1% 

use it on an almost daily basis. The other most commonly used illegal 

drugs in Europe are heroine and (6) drug used in medicine to prevent 
pain and also used illegally, often in the form of a white powder that is 

breathed in through the nose. Besides these more or less 'natural drugs', 

there is an increasing number of (7) drugs created using man-made 
chemicals rather than natural ingredients on the market, the most 

known types being amphetamine, (8) a synthetic, psychoactive drug 

similar to the methamphetamine and mescaline (MDMA), and LSD. 
The organised crime groups (OCGs) involved are becoming more 

specialised and more fully interconnected. And the overall rate of 

change is accelerating, partly as a result of globalisation. Activities 
related to trafficking are becoming concentrated in particular geographic 

areas, while instability in regions neighbouring the EU could have 

profound effects on the (9) area of the world in which illicit drugs are 
sold in Europe. 

Significant domestic demand already exists along all trafficking 

routes and may be growing. Developments on the Southern route – from 
Afghanistan through Pakistan or Iran – are of special concern, given the 

potentially larger role of this route in the supply of (10) a white, 

crystalline, narcotic powder derived from morphine and other (11) 

drugs containing opium or derivatives to Europe and its negative impact 

on countries in Africa. 

 
Task 3. Read the text again and choose the correct answers to the 

questions below. 

 
1) What is the text about? 

a) drug trafficking and prevention; 

b) drug production and trafficking; 
c) drug prevention and treatment; 

d) drug trafficking and use. 

 
2) How is national stability influenced by drug trafficking? 

a) It is generated by drug trafficking. 
b) It is endangered by drug trafficking. 

c) It is secured by drug trafficking. 
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d) It is enhanced by drug trafficking. 

 

3) What can you infer about drug trafficking? 
a) It has recently become very profitable. 

b) It is likely to become very profitable. 

c) It is becoming very profitable. 
d) It is as profitable as it was before. 

 

4) What is the annual profit of drug dealers in the EU? 
a) ten billion euros; 

b) less than ten billion euros; 

c) more than ten billion euros; 
d) about ten million euros. 

 

5) What is true about the drug market in Europe? 
a) It is becoming more specialised. 

b) It is destabilised. 

c) It is growing. 
d) It is not changing. 

 

Task 4. Choose the appropriate options to complete each of the 
sentences below. 

 

1) The illegal drug trade is a global black __________ dedicated to the 
cultivation, manufacture, distribution and sale of drugs. 

a) sale 

b) market 

c) selling 

d) sell 
2) Most jurisdictions prohibit trade of many types of drugs __________ 

the use of drug prohibition laws. 

a) across 
b) over 

c) through 
d) for 

3) The beginning of the 21st century __________ a particularly increased 

demand for marijuana and cocaine. 
a) looked 

b) noticed 

c) watched 

d) saw 
4) Another __________ drug with increased demand in Europe is hashish. 

a) illegible b) illicit 
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c) illogical d) illiterate 

5) The countries of drug production and transit are some of the most 

__________ by the drug trade. 
a) effective 

b) affecting 

c) efficient 

d) affected 

6) The drugs that pass from Colombia through Ecuador to __________ 
parts of South America create economic and social problems. 

a) other 

b) others 

c) the other 

d) another 
7) In many countries worldwide, the illegal drug trade is thought to be 

directly linked to __________ crimes such as murder. 

a) violence 
b) violent 

c) vicious 
d) virulent 

8) This is __________ true in developing countries, but is also an issue for 

many developed countries worldwide. 
a) specially 

b) special 

c) particular 

d) especially 

9) In the __________ 1990s in the United States the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation estimated that 5% of murders were drug-related. 

a) later 

b) latest 

c) late 

d) last 
10) Statistics about profits from the drug trade are largely unknown 

__________ its illicit nature. 

a) due to 
b) because 

c) for 
d) according to 

 

Task 5. Read the following conversation with William Brownfield, the 
US Assistant Secretary of State for the Bureau of International 

Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs. Match the lines below with the 

speakers and put them in the right places. 
 

1) Colombia is the other major source of heroin we see in the United 

States. 
2) Logically, the best way to tackle a transnational challenge is through 

an international approach. 
3) These two imperatives are not mutually exclusive. 
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4) Today Mexico is a major transit and source country for drugs 

destined for the United States. 

5) We have come to understand that we can‟t arrest or incarcerate our 
way out of the drug problem. 

6) What progress has been made and what still needs to be done? 

7) Where are the drugs coming from? 
 

Interviewer: There has been a dramatic increase in the number of 

heroin users in the United States in recent years.  
Brownfield: The majority of heroin consumed in the United States 

comes from Mexico, the world‟s third largest cultivator 

of opium poppy.   
Interviewer: It has almost been a decade since the Mexican Drug War 

began. 

Brownfield: But the US government provides training, equipment, 
and technical assistance to help Mexico interdict 

narcotics, currency, weapons, explosives, and other illicit 

goods. 
Interviewer: How does your office manage the balance between each 

country‟s own sovereignty with preventing drug 

trafficking into the United States? 
Brownfield: We focus on building partnerships to combat 

international drug trafficking and transnational organized 

crime. 
Interviewer: And more broadly, what is your response to those who 

say that legalizing illicit drugs will make problems 

related to drug trafficking go away? 
Brownfield: There are federal and state innovations which recognize 

that many offenders require medical help dealing with 

addiction rather than time in jail. 
Interviewer: Do you think that the United States has a particularly 

strong obligation in terms of regulating the worldwide 

drug trade? 
Brownfield: The UN drug conventions say that drug control is a 

"common and shared responsibility" of the international 
community. 
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Task 6. Work in pairs. Act out the conversation from Task 5. Then, 

switch roles. 

 
Task 7. Read the text below and summarize it in your own words. Make 

sure your summary describes all key ideas. 
 

WHAT IS A DRUG DEALER? 

 
A drug dealer is an individual who sells drugs, of any type or 

quantity, illegally. They can be small-time dealers who sell small 

quantities to offset the costs of their own drug use, or they can be highly 
organized groups and businessmen within high-organized operations 

that run like a serious business.  

Traditionally, drug dealers are seen as a key part of the problem of 
addiction in our communities, and there is often a lot of overlap with 

"pushing" controlled drugs such as marijuana, heroin, meth and cocaine. 

Although this is the case with some drug dealers, in reality, there is a lot 
of variability among drug dealers, the types of drugs they sell, the 

reasons they sell, and who they sell drugs to. 

In television and in the movies, drug dealers are usually very 
obvious, wearing garish clothes and being very open about what they 

are and what they do. But in reality, many drug dealers are much more 

discreet and blend in very well.  
Another stereotype of a drug dealer is often someone who is 

uneducated, cruel and perhaps heavily tattooed or has a well-known 

criminal record. But drug dealers like that are often an anomaly; instead, 
drug dealers live and work right alongside law-abiding people. 

They may have a regular day-job, a stable home and a loving 

family. Some don't even do drugs themselves and solely are in the 
business for the significant profits they can make. In a survey done of 

known drug-dealers, more than 75% of them had a full-time job with 

reputable companies. Many of them did very skilled jobs and had 
prestigious titles.  

Their customers come from every walk of life, from lower to 

upper class and every race and gender. Many market to students in high 
school or college, while others cater to professionals. There is a cottage 

drug dealing industry of prescription drugs, such as sedatives or 
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medications for ADD, to help young professionals in high-pressure jobs 

cope with their roles.  

Regardless if a person is selling small quantities of leftover 
painkillers or is selling large batches of illegal substances, that person is 

a drug dealer and is violating the law. Doing any transactions with that 

person can have serious legal ramifications, including arrest and jail 
time. 
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UNIT 6. COUNTERFEITING AND PIRACY 
 

Task 1. Translate the following words and phrases into Russian. Consult 

a dictionary if necessary. 
 

brands 

consumer goods 
counterfeit goods 

counterfeiters 
counterfeiting 

counterfeits 

credit card fraud 

fakes 

identity theft 
imitation 

patent infringement 
trademark infringement 

unauthorised replicas 

 

Task 2. Some of the italicized words and phrases from the key 

vocabulary in Task 1 are used in the wrong places in the text below. 
Read the text to spot and correct the mistakes. 

 

COUNTERFEITING OF CONSUMER GOODS 
 

(1) Counterfeiting is a crime, involving the manufacturing or 

distribution of (2) brands or (3) unauthorised replicas of the real 
product. Counterfeit products tend to have fake company logos and 

brands (resulting in (4) patent infringement and/or (5) credit card 

fraud). 
In an attempt to sell a cheap (6) imitation of similar goods 

produced by (7) fakes consumers know and trust, counterfeit goods have 

a reputation for being lower quality (sometimes not working at all). 
They may even include toxic elements such as lead. This has resulted in 

the deaths of hundreds of thousands of people, due to automobile and 

aviation accidents, poisoning, or ceasing to take essential compounds 
(e.g. in the case a person takes non-working medicine). 

The spread of (8) consumer goods has become global in recent 

years. Counterfeit goods, making up 5 to 7% of world trade, span across 
multiple industries including everything from apparel, accessories, 

music, software, medications and cigarettes, to automobile and airplane 

parts, consumer goods, toys and electronics. 
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Certain (9) counterfeit goods, especially very expensive or 

desirable brands or those that are easy to reproduce cheaply, have 

become frequent and common targets of counterfeiting. The 
(10) counterfeiters either attempt to deceive the consumer into thinking 

they are purchasing a legitimate item, or convince the consumer that 

they could deceive others with the imitation. Some (11) counterfeits are 
produced in the same factory that produces the original, authentic 

product, using inferior materials. 

Purchasing from counterfeit websites puts you at risk for 
(12) identity theft and (13) trademark infringement when you provide a 

counterfeit merchant with your information. 

 
Task 3. Read the text again and choose the best options to complete the 

sentences. 

 
1) Counterfeiters intentionally reproduce: 

a) fake products; 

b) authentic products; 
c) aesthetic products; 

d) toxic products. 

 
2) Counterfeiting is: 

a) a victimless crime; 

b) a minor crime; 
c) a grievous crime; 

d) a violent crime. 

 
3) Counterfeit goods make 5 to 7% of world trade in: 

a) automobile and airplane parts; 

b) toys and electronics; 
c) apparel and accessories; 

d) all mentioned above. 

 
4) Counterfeits are: 

a) cheaper than original products; 
b) as cheap as original products; 

c) as expensive as original products; 
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d) more expensive than original products. 

 

5) Counterfeiting is: 
a) synonymous with identity theft; 

b) associated with identity theft; 

c) caused by identity theft; 
d) restricted by identity theft. 

 

Task 4. Use the words in brackets to form one word for each gap in the 
sentences below. 

 

1) Counterfeiting is one of the fastest __________ economic crimes of 
modern times. (GROW) 

2) The profits from counterfeiting sales are used to fund __________ 

crime, drug trafficking and even terrorist activity. (ORGANIZE) 
3) Fake products constitute a serious threat to national economies and 

__________. (GOVERN) 

4) Counterfeiters can __________ launch new websites to evade legal 
action. (CONSTANT) 

5) Counterfeit goods are often made using cheap, substandard, and 

__________ components. (DANGER) 
6) If the product is being sold without its packaging, or the packaging 

appears to be of low quality it is __________ counterfeit. (PROBABLE) 

7) The __________ use of the Internet enables fake products to be 
instantly distributed around the globe. (INCREASE) 

8) By purchasing counterfeit goods, __________ could be potentially 

damaging their own health. (CONSUME) 
9) Counterfeit electrical goods are not put through the same vigorous 

__________ checks as legitimate items. (SAFE) 

10) Buying fake goods affects legitimate businesses as counterfeit sales 
drive the profit away from the genuine __________. (MANUFACTURE) 

 

Task 5. Put the following conversation with Paul Applebaum, Shure’s 
Executive Vice President and General Counsel, in the correct order. 

There is one extra question that you don’t have to use. Start with the 
interviewer’s first question. 
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Interviewer: 

1) Shure has battled knockoffs for years, right? 

2) Has it increased recently? 
3) How big is the counterfeiting problem for Shure? 

4) How good are the knockoffs – what‟s the quality like? 

5) What type of counterfeit attacks have you been presented by clients 
needing help? 

6) Where are the knockoffs sold – and how much for? 

 
Applebaum: 

a) In every case where we have obtained an example of a counterfeit 

product, it has been of extremely poor quality or, in some cases, 
completely non-functional. 

b) It‟s difficult to know, because there is no reliable data about the 

counterfeit market. Making and selling counterfeit products is a criminal 
activity, and as you might expect, counterfeiters are not eager to report 

their sales figures. 

c) Most counterfeit Shure products are offered for sale to consumers 
through online-only dealers and through auction sites such as eBay. The 

pricing usually falls into the “too good to be true” Â� category. 

d) With the increasingly globalized economy, counterfeiting continues 
to proliferate. This may be partly because modern technology makes it 

easier to produce counterfeits and the internet makes it easier to market 

and sell them to unsuspecting buyers. 
e) Yes, as an industry leader with a strong brand name, we‟re an 

attractive target for counterfeiters. Some counterfeiters offer products 

that bear no resemblance at all to any Shure product. Others offer 
products that are visually similar to a Shure product, but don‟t sound or 

work the same at all. 

 
Task 6. Work in pairs. Act out the conversation from Task 5. Then, 

switch roles. 

 
Task 7. Read the text below and summarize it in your own words. Make 

sure your summary describes all key ideas. 
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PIRATED PRODUCTS 

 

Piracy of intellectual property that‟s protected by copyright law is 
a serious crime. Not only does it rob the makers of recordings, videos, 

movies, games, and other creative works of the money they are entitled 

to, but it costs tens of thousands of people their jobs each year. It also 
deprives governments at all levels of tax revenue. Piracy itself is a 

crime, and it causes an increase in other types of crime. Gangs and 

organized crime groups have both been linked to the piracy of creative 
work. 

Pirated materials are everywhere. All you have to do is walk down 

a city street to see all the CDs and DVDs for sale by street vendors. The 
vendors‟ stalls lend color and atmosphere to our city streets, but did you 

know that some are fronts for criminals that are reaping huge profits 

from the high markup on goods they have counterfeited? 
Piracy also takes place in dorm rooms, bedrooms, and recreation 

rooms across America, where anyone can illegally download tunes or 

movies. All that‟s needed is a computer and access to the Internet. Most 
don‟t realize that when they download a copyrighted tune, movie, game, 

or book without permission from the owner or seller and don‟t pay for it 

that they‟re breaking the law. But they are. Making unauthorized copies 
of these creative works is against the law, and breaking it may subject 

the person who does it to civil and criminal liability – especially if they 

distribute the stolen product to others. 
The most familiar type of piracy is the illegal copying and 

distribution of music, movies, and games from the Internet. While 

downloading these products – if you pay for them or have permission –
isn‟t a crime, it is a crime if they are sent to others or widely distributed. 

Once a tune or movie is posted on the Internet, it lives forever – and the 

artist behind the product is forever deprived of income. 
Piracy of movies is also a serious problem. Many are made by 

“camcording” something in a movie theatre. A pirate will take video 

equipment into a theatre, attach it to an armrest for stability, and record 
what‟s on the screen. The high-quality counterfeits are then sold 

illegally. 
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UNIT 7. TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS AND 

PEOPLE SMUGGLING 
 

Task 1. Translate the following words and phrases into Russian. Consult 
a dictionary if necessary. 

 

abduction 
begging 

exploitation 

human traffickers 
human trafficking 

people smuggling 

slavery 
smuggler 

trafficked persons 

trafficking in persons 
trafficking victims 

 
Task 2. Fill in the gaps in the text below using the words and phrases 

from the key vocabulary in Task 1. There is one extra word/phrase that 

you don’t have to use. 

 
A MODERN FORM OF SLAVERY 

 

Human trafficking, often referred to as modern day (1) 

__________, is the and fastest growing criminal industry in the world. It 

is very often linked with organised crime and is considered as one of the 

most profitable criminal activities worldwide. While it is difficult to 
ascertain, it is estimated that over US$30 billion are generated in profits 

by (2) __________ every year. 

(3) __________ occurs when persons are recruited, transported, 
transferred, harboured or received by means such as the threat or use of 

force, or other forms of coercion, (4) __________ or deception for the 

purpose of exploitation. The (5) __________ may include sexual 
exploitation, slavery, or the removal of organs.  

A broad distinction can be made between (6) __________ and 

human trafficking. In general, the individuals who pay a 
(7) __________ in order to gain illegal entry to a country do so 

voluntarily whereas the victims of human trafficking are often duped or 

forced into entering another country. 
Trafficking is a serious crime and a severe violation of the human 

rights of its victims that continues during the entire period of their 
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exploitation, which may last for years. It is often conducted across 

borders, sometimes over great distances, although certain countries have 

a significant problem of domestic (8) __________.  
(9) __________ coming from 127 countries have been found in 

137 countries around the world. It is estimated that there are at least 2.4 

million persons who are the victims of trafficking at any time. The 
estimated number of people trafficked to or within the EU amounts to 

several hundred thousands a year. Women and children are particularly 

affected: women and girls represent 56% of victims of forced economic 
exploitation and 98% of victims of forced commercial sexual 

exploitation. Children are also trafficked to be exploited for 

(10) __________ or illegal activities, such as petty theft.  
 

Task 3. Complete the sentences using one or more words from the text 

above to make up true statements. The sentence must be grammatically 
correct once you have added the right word(s). 

 

1) __________ is a public safety, public health, and human rights issue. 
2) Human trafficking is the third largest international __________ 

(behind illegal drugs and arms trafficking). 

3) Victims are trafficked across both national and international 
__________, infiltrating nearly every part of the world. 

4) Human trafficking differs from __________, which involves a 

person hiring another individual to covertly transport them across an 
international border. 

5) A UN report estimates that __________ represent over 130 different 

nationalities and are present in almost 120 countries. 
6) Between 14,500 and 17,500 people are __________ into the U.S. 

each year. 

7) __________ represent the largest share of forced labor victims with 
11.4 million trafficked victims compared to 9.5 million men. 

8) Trafficking primarily involves __________ which comes in many 

forms. 
9) According to some estimates, approximately 80% of trafficking 

involves __________ exploitation, and 19% involves labor exploitation. 
10) Escaping from __________is extremely difficult and dangerous, 

putting the victim at great personal risk. 
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Task 4. Choose the appropriate options to complete each of the 

sentences below. 

 
1) Human trafficking does not necessarily involve the movement of the 

person __________ one place to another. 

a) away 
b) off 

c) from 
d) out of 

2) It is an injustice that affects __________ people every year on every 

continent and at all socioeconomic levels. 
a) million of 

b) millions of 

c) million 

d) millions 

3) Human trafficking is often a __________ crime and accurate statistics 
are difficult to obtain. 

a) hiding 

b) hide  

c) hidden 

d) hid 
4) There __________ approximately 20 to 30 million slaves in the world 

today. 

a) is 
b) has 

c) are 
d) have 

5) The most significant number of victims __________ to come from Asia 

and the Pacific region. 
a) are saying 

b) say 

c) said 

d) are said 

6) According to the U.S. State Department, 600,000 to 800,000 people 
__________ across international borders every year. 

a) are trafficking 

b) are trafficked 

c) trafficked 

d) trafficking 
7) Many victims are runaway girls who were sexually abused as 

__________. 

a) child 
b) childs 

c) childrens 
d) children 

8) Parents __________ sell children to traffickers in order to pay off debts 

or gain income. 
a) must 

b) have 

c) should 

d) may 
9) Human trafficking is a market-__________ criminal industry that is 

based on the principles of supply and demand. 
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a) drove 

b) driving 

c) drive 

d) driven 

10) It is a highly-organized and lucrative business, generating 150 
billion US dollars __________. 

a) per a year 

b) for a year 

c) per year 

d) for year 
 

Task 5. Put the following conversation with Maria Grazia 

Giammarinaro, OSCE Representative and Co-ordinator for Combating  
Trafficking in Human Beings, in the correct order. 

 

Interviewer: 
1) What is trafficking today? 

2) How far do the OSCE‟s new measures go when it comes to 

preventing trafficking?  
3) What are still the main gaps in combating trafficking on human 

beings in the EU? 

4) What are the additional requirements needed to protect victims? 
5) What do you see as the main obstacle in combating trafficking in 

human beings? 

6) Will the victims of trafficking be better protected? 

 

Giammarinaro: 

a) As trafficked persons may face a real risk of suffering serious harm 
if returned to their country of origin, we would welcome the revision of 

the Directive to secure their safe and voluntary return.  

b) Efforts to enforce anti-trafficking legislation are often impeded 
owing to the narrow interpretation of the definition of trafficking. 

c) It is a gross violation of human rights and freedoms, and a serious 

transnational threat for individual and State security. 
d) The new OSCE‟s Directive is a good and innovative piece of 

legislation. The EU Member States are to adopt stronger national laws 

in line with the new Directive to enforce effective anti-trafficking 
action. 

e) Unfortunately, trafficked persons‟ victimhood is often challenged. 
They are treated as suspects, detained and deported even in situations 

potentially deserving international protection. 
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f) Yes, the Directive broadens the protection of victims' rights through 

the inclusion of social assistance measures. 

 
Task 6. Work in pairs. Act out the conversation from Task 5. Then, 

switch roles. 

 
Task 7. Read the text below and summarize it in your own words. Make 

sure your summary describes all key ideas.  
 

PEOPLE SMUGGLING: 

AN ESCALATING PROBLEM 

 

Human migration is not a new phenomenon. For centuries, people 

have left their homes in search of better lives elsewhere. In the last 
decade, the process of globalization has caused an unprecedented 

amount of migration from the least developed countries of Asia, Africa, 

Latin America and Eastern Europe to Western Europe, Australia and 
North America. 

Due to more restrictive immigration policies in destination 

countries and improved technology to monitor border crossings, willing 
illegal migrants rely increasingly on the help of organized people 

smugglers. The smugglers may provide different kinds of assistance for 

financial or material benefit, ranging from forged documents to 
transportation, and show variation in their level of organization. 

People smuggling is not a homogenous criminal activity; the price 

of the trip, conditions of travel and status upon arrival can vary 
significantly. Smuggling is carried out by land, air or sea. Very often the 

travelling conditions are inhumane: the migrants are overcrowded in 

trucks or boats and fatal accidents occur frequently. According to the 
International Organization for Migration, around 3,700 migrants are 

estimated to have lost their lives in the Mediterranean Sea between 

January and October 2016. 
Legally, human trafficking and the smuggling of migrants are 

distinct crimes. The offence of smuggling of migrants is completed with 

either an irregular border crossing or the act enabling the stay of the 
migrants in a State in which they are not nationals or permanent 

residents and implies the consent of the migrant. Victims of trafficking, 
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in contrast, either did not consent or have had their initial consent 

rendered meaningless by the threat of or use of force, deception, 

coercion, or abuse of power by the traffickers who intend to exploit 
their victims. 

In practice, there are overlaps between the two crimes. There is 

evidence that people smugglers continue to exploit illegal migrants, 
through threats and demands for additional fees. In some cases, 

smugglers force migrants to work for years in the illegal labour market 

to pay off the debts incurred as a result of their transportation. The 
profits generated by migrant smuggling fuel corruption and strengthen 

organized crime. 
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APPENDIX 
 

Useful Phrases to Express Your Opinion 

 

In my opinion, ... 

To my mind, ...  

From my point of view, ... 
My view / opinion / belief / impression / conviction is that ... 

I would say that ... 
It seems to me that ... 

I am sure / I am certain that ... 

I think / consider / believe / suppose / presume / assume that ... 
I guess that ... 

 

Useful Phrases to Express Your Agreement 
 

I agree with you. 

I share your view. 
I think so. 

I have no objection. 

I have come to the same conclusion. 
I hold the same opinion. 

We are of one mind / of the same mind on that question.  

It is true. 
That is right. 

 

Useful Words to Express Your Disagreement 
 

I disagree. 

I don't agree with you / with what you say. 
I don't think so. 

I think otherwise. 

I don't think that's quite right. 
I am afraid that is not quite true. 

I take a different view. 

I don't share his/her/your view. 
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